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dOV 97 200 PETITION TO SAVE PACE’S POST OFFICE
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ST e the following citizens of the Town of Pace, Mississippi do hereby appeal the decision
by the United State Postal Service to close the Pace Post Office and asﬁﬂlﬁoﬂ@é’cd@idéia@mgg)
keep it open because closing it is a dire hardship for this already distressed community. Closing
the Post Office will have a negative effect on the promotion of civic, socialy edygational, gultural,
moral and economic welfare of an already suppressed community. The. PosE T(Dfﬁ?ae irs a focal
point for our people to meet and gather not only to pickup their mail but to enjoy one of thé only
federal services provided to this small community. We feel that a Full-Service Post Office is one
of our basic American rights and one of the only services still being provided by the federal
government for our tax dollars.

1. Our people view a Full-Service Post Office as a basic constitutional right and to take it
away is an infringement upon our pursuit of life, liberty and individual happiness.

2. Transportation to Cleveland, the nearest place where full-service is available for Pace
citizens, is an economic hardship, very difficult, and impossible for some, because of high gas
prices, the economy in general and the lack of ownership of an automobile by many.

3. Pace and the surrounding community is comprised of a large number of elderly, fix-
low income individuals, many without automobiles. Pace is located in the middle of the
Mississippi Delta, the poorest region in the nation. Going out of town to pick up mail, pay bills,
(many still pay bills with money orders purchased from the postal clerk), and to pick up their
welfare checks is an extreme hardship that many will not be able to overcome because they are
set in their ways, not familiar with doing business by modern technology, ie computers, which is
still decades away for the majority.

4. The Post Office has become a staple and way of life from most rural residents. It is
the only reason for many to get out of the houses, get a little exercise and meet and greet
neighbors in the community.

5. Tt is feared by the elderly, and with a high probability of truth, that if we lose the Post
Office, their mail through mail carriers and mail boxes will be vandalized and stolen by younger
population of the community.

6. We realize that the Postal Service is having rough economic times, but to balance its
budget on the backs of the poorest segment of the population, the ones that need the services the
most, isn’t American. The $54,000 annually, a doubtful figure for the Pace Post Office, is
minute and hardly worth mentioning when considering the entire budget. You would have to
close up several million Pace Post Offices before it will have an impact on the total budget.

Therefore, we respectfully appeal the Postal Service’s decision to close the Pace Post
Office.
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